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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIXONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN B EFORE A COMMISSION APPOINT- 
ED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILI TARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT 
TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THi ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL, DATED 
ló MARCH 1946. 

TUESDAY, 11 JUNE 1946 
SSIONERS s 


Captain Joseph Tubridy 
kr,4 Taylor eo, ft. 


(The Commission convened at 1400 hours) 


' 

EBERHARD VON THADDEN, & witness, took the stand 
and testified as follows: 

BY CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: 

Will you stand and raise your right hand and 
repeat this oath after me: 

I swear by God, the Almighty and Rmniscient, 
that I will spes the pure truth and will withhold and 
&dd nothing. 

(The witness repeated the oath) 

Will you give your full name? 

Eberhard Von Thadden. 

DR. PELKMANN: The evidence conceming Von 
Thadden concerns only the Jewish question in the foreign 


ministry, the intar vention of foreign diplomats, and 


the information which Von Thadden received from Eichmann 


and other sources, and the visiting of camps, and that he, 


himself met at times together with representatives of 
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neutral nations and the Red Cross. That these visits did 
not in any way give any indication of the mass extermination 
of Jews, also the camouflage methods and methods to keep 


secret the methods of Eichman and other organizations, 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR. PELKMANN: 


Q What is your occupation, witness? 


A I was in the consular legation, first class, 


in the foreign ministry. 

Q Did you in your duties in the foreign ministry 
have anything t do with the Jewish question? 

A lt was my duty since April 1943 to receive all 
questions concerning the Jewish question for the foreign 
ministry, and after discussing them with Eichmann to 
answer them. 

& Were you a member of the SS? 

A I was made an hon ary member of the SS in 1936 
when I was supposed to accompany a number of foreign 
diplomats to the Reichpartitag and at that time I did 
not have a uniform and in order to put me in a uniform 
I was made an hona ary member of the SS, 

Q Were you formerly not a member of any group of 
the NSDAP? 

A I was a party member since 1933 but did not 


have any office. 
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Q Did youreceive your duty in the foreign 
ministry and especially your duty concerning the "ewish 
question because you were a member of the SS? 

A No, definitely not. I was employed by the 
foreign ministry after taking my state exanination and 
after requesting a job with the personnel department, 
It xxix was the 1 November 1937 when I received my 
duties concerning the “ewish question, after the re- 
organization within the department, within that depart- 
ment called the Department Dautschland, and I was not 
axparkx a SS member, and, kxmxmz£ therefore, I don't 
think my SS membership had anything to do with it. 

Q When did you receive this duty or order? 

A April 1945. 

Q Do you know anything concerning the inter- 
vention because of the liquidation and mass murder 
of the Jews œ because of the mis-treatment of the Jews? 

A I did not from the time I took my job until 


1945 receive any such foreign intervention, and if 


Buch intervention would have been brought to me I don't 


think I would have accepted it, since I did not believe 
it possible that there was such a mass murder or mis- 
treatment of Jews, and I also do not know of any other 
intervention by foreign diplomats concerning this 
question made to the State Secretary or Foreign 


Ministry, m intervention which wuld have come to me, 
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Q What kind of questions or remarks came to your 
section since you took your job in “pril, 19437 

A The question of intervention was usually 
concernéng named persons, that is, specific persons, that 
is Jews, and at times also concerning "ewish groups, 
questions as to how they were and where they were and 
also requests for permits to emigrate to some other 
nation and questions of that sort. The questions also 
were concerning at times about certain groups of Jews, 
such as, for instance, the groups of Jews from foreign 


enemy nations, concerning their clothing, their feeding 


and other questions of that sort, as well as the emigration 


of certain groups to foreign countries, 

Q What could you do in such cases? 

A As far as the treatment of English or American 
Jews, in other words, Jews of enemy nations was concerned, 
I contacted Fuehrer Sichmann in order to have these 
people transferred to ordinary internment camps, As 
far &s other groups of Jewish persons were concerned, 
in case of foreign intervention, I attempted to find out 
through Eichmann where they were and if there was my 
possible way to obtain permission for them to emigrate 
to a foreign country. 

Q And what results did you have with your attempts? 

A ln some cases the intervention could be taken 


care of as requested. 
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Q in many cases it was not possible to find out 


where a Jew concerning whom a request had been made, where 
he was? 

A I repeatedly a ttempted through complaints to ob- 
tain a satisfactory answer in cases like that. In dis- 
cussions with “ichmann concerning various cases like that 
he told me that through the destruction of the central 
list of the Jews in Berlin, it was impossible for him to 
find out right away where these people were, 

Q Was that a destruction through bombing? 

A tes, and he also stated that it was impossible 
for him, due to the lack of personnel in his section, 
to send letters or questionaires to each one of those 
Jewish camps in order to find these persons, He also 
stated that in addition to the regular personnel,many 
of these camps were guarded and at times administered, 
not by Germans, but by Latvians, Estonians and XEkx 
Ukranians, and that in cases like that it was hardly 
necessary or it was impossible to make any kind of 
a request to the camp due to language difficulties. In 
these cases I asked representatives of diplomatic 
missions to keep their requests until the end of the 
war, until this technical difficulty could be taken 
care of. In similar cases I was told that Jews were 
either at camps Belsen ar Theresienstadt, and in some 
cases I even received letters to be forwarded to the 


diplomatic missions from these Jews, 
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& And what was the excuse or what was said at 
that time why the Jews could not be transferred to some 
other point? 

A S{chmann told me that in many of the camps the 
Jews were working in the armament industry and due to 
the fact that they had obtained quite a bit of secret 
information, it was, kkaa therefore, impossible to have 
these Jews either transferred or have them emigrate to 
some foreign country. 

Q Did youever attempt to visit any of these camps 
personally? 

A tes, I attempted that mx repeatedly, and I also 
was in Jewish camps four times all together. 

Q Would you describe those a little mae in 
detail, please? 

A in 1943 Belsen was made a Jewish camp, that is, 


concerned 
I em/commmannmt with 1943, and whether it was a Jewish 


camp previous to that I don't know, It was attempted to 


take all Jews with foreign passports, even though it was 
evident that they were false, and put these people into 

the same camp in order that at some time they may be: 
exchanged for repatriots. But due to the fact that thee 
was a very large mumber of Germans interned in America, 

and only a small number of foreigners or Americans, inten- 


ed in Germany, that explains the special interest of the 
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fmzrsixghxmknibckkxx foreign ministry concerning this case. 
Eichmann then reported to us that these "ews with foreign 
passports even though they were not citizens of a foreign 
country, were to be held in Camp Belsen upon the order 
of the Reich “uphrer of the SS. I thereupon mka went with 
the mission Himmler to Belsen in 1945 in a der to inspect 
the camp, as a representative of the foreign ministry. 

At that time, in that part of the canp which was re- 
served for Jews there were about 2500, “he other part 
was occupied by Russian Prisoners of War and was separated 
from the other part of the camp. That part that was re- 
served for the Jews at that time was mat in very good 
condition, it had good baths and good smitation, and, 
therefore, 1 made a report at that time that there was 
nothing against the holding of the Jews in that camp from 


our point of view. I never returned to Belsen. Later on, 


however, I was Theresienstadt three times, the first time 


in 1943 alone. In 1944 I visited there with a delegation 
consisting of one representative of the International Red 
Cross, Dr. Rassel, one representative of the Danish Red 
Cross, and military director, Dr. H Vass from the Danish 
foreign ministry. Also invited were representatives of 


the Swedish Red Cross and the Swedish foreign ministry 
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in wich i did not participate due to reasons unknow to 
me, and on the 6th and Sth of “pril, 1945, I again was 
there with & delegation consisting of one representative 
of the International Red Cross, Dr. Lehner, and one 
representative of the protective powers delegation of the 
Swiss council. In this case also representatives of thé 
Swedish protective powers were invited, but they turned 
dom the invitation. 

x What was your impression and the impression of 
the other gentlemen when you visited these camps? 

A The Ghetto was a town òf about 35,000, al 
of them Jews, with a wooden fence around it, which was 
guarded from the outside PE aerd police. &n the inside 

Jewi sh 

there was &/£&SX£xRk administration fa everything and the 
oldest of the Jews, “r. Epstien, told me that the Jewish 
Ghetto police which was used on the inside to keep order 
was not very well liked due to their sharpness, What was 
very interesting to myself, as well as the other represen- 
tatives, was the fact that within this large town there 
were only 12 SS men of officials with about 8 helpers, 
The Jews lived quite well under their own administration 
in that town and they had excellent medical care due to 


the fact that there were 900 doctors interned thre, and 


also there was a Jewish old age home, and Jewish children's 


home, The representatives were allowed to walk around e 
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Theresienstadt freely and Dr. Rassel, having first obtained 
permission, was ajjowed to take pictures anywhere within 
the town. I may suggest that the Court might request the 
reports of Dr. Rassel and Dr. Lehner which probably are 

in Geneva. 

Q Did you see anything of a crematorium wi thin 
Theresienstadt? 

A I was especially interested in a crematorium due 
to the fact that in foreign countries the rumor ran around 
that up to 6,000 Jews were being burned daily in ‘heresien- 
stadt, 

COLONEL JONES: When did that rumor go out? 


ITNESS: That must have been in the beginning 
COLONEL JONES: I am sorry, where did that rumor 


DR. PELKMANN: May I first finish my question? 

M. MONNERAY: May I ask you, defense counsel, where 
those rum s went? 

WITNESS: In foreign countries. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: What foreign countries? 


WITNESS: I cannotremember now fran memory where 


these rumors went around. I only remember seeing it in 


press dispatches of foreign newspapers but I cannot tell 


from what country they were. 
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BY DR. PELKMANN : 
Q Ánd what did you find out concerning this crematory? 
Ihe crematory had either two or three ovens and 
it was, in my opinion, impossible to burn even a slight 
fraction of the rumored persons, 
Q Did you or did the other members of the delegation 
ask the people from the tow concerning this? 
A I don*t know who expressly asked the question 
but I do know that this question was asked quite clearly 
on our last visit. In fact, the visit in April of 1945 
was brought about by the foreign ministry expressly for 
the purpose of proving œ disproving these foreign rumors 


concerning the burning in Theresienstadt. I might add 


that after seeing that, I thought that all of these foreign 


repa ts concerning Theresienstadt were false, and I consider- 
ed the other reports concerning the other concentration 
camps, all otha camps, equa ly false. 

Q Did you visit any othe camps? 

A No, I attempted formerly to visit some other 
camps because we were interested in visiting other camps 
also, but he office of Eichmann continually disapproved 
any such requestse Upon my repeated attempts to visit 
various other camps, such as Auschwitz, I was told by 
Fuehrer Eichmann that the foreign propoganda concerning 


the extermination xXx within these camps was very bad 
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as far as we were EEMENMEKE concerned and I was told by 
Eichmann that Auschwitz at the present was one of the 

main industrial departments for KXximgxm$x manufacturing 
of secret weapons, and due to the fact that secret weapons 
were being manufactured there even I, due to counter espion- 
age reasons, would not be permitted to visit them. When 
the reports concerning Auschwitz were more and mae evident 
in foreign newspapers I tried immediately to get permiss on 
to either go tha e myself or with a foreign delegation. 
Eichmann during the conversation said he understood very 
well that this kind of foreign political propganda was 

not liked by our office. However, he told me in a secret 


meeting, that is in a meeting or discussion, to be kept 


highly secret, that in these foreign reports of the exterm- 


ination within Auschwitz he, 2ichmann, saw a certain security 
in that that camp would not be attacked by f$urxkxgmskx foreign 
bombers, and he statáà that due to the rather well known 
tactics of the German air corps, we had to accept that 

kind of unwanted foreign propoganda, but that he assured 

me personally all of these repa ts were completely untrue, 
He contended that the need for workers in our industries 

was so great that the destruction or extermination of 

Jews would have bem idiotic just from this point of view. 
Every Jew was well taken care of, according to the 

orders of Gruppen “uehrer Glucks, and that those who 


also did addttional work received additional food in 
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order to maintain them as workers. 

Q Did you on your visit in XXHXXA4XX Theresienstadt 
on the 19th of April, 1945, find that the people thre 
were starving? 

a No, even in the bath house where you could see 
the Jews in their swinming trunks it was evident that 
their food was sufficient. Since Eichmann had mentioned 
the fact of the need of workers or since he mentioned that 
quite often, and then during conversations when I asked 
him concerning women and children or old people whim 
were of no use as workers, <ichmann told me that upon 
the order of the Reichsfuehrer of the SS, families were 
not tobe separated due to the well known fact that a 
family member separated from the rest of his family was 
not as willing a worker as when he is with his family. 
That is why d l of these Jewish work rs camps in the East 
were family camps, and that was in accordance to what 
I saw, for instance, in Theresienstadt, where women and 
children and old people were living together wi th the 
Jews that were employed. 

E Do you remember any specific complaints 
which sein did [CMS 

Á Yes, there was a broadcast from Slovakia accord- 
ing to which Hungarian Jews who were being transpcr ted 
— “lovakia had been mistreated and one of whom 


had been shot. I was supposed to investigate that 


ie 
a 


f 
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matter immediately upon the order of the Reich “oreign 
Minister Von Ribbentrop. Eichmann promised me an inves- 
tigation of the case and after a while he reported to 

me saying that the case actually had happened about the wg 
it was reported to us from the 9lovaks. He claimed that 
he had to use far armed guards during this transportation 
or deportation for the first time, and he woulc see to 

it that the guilty ones would be punished immediately. 

Q When you look back upàn it, would you say 
that the fact that Elchmann had admitted some ins tance 
like this, that you were bound SLT eet s s in cases 
where he couldn't give you positive answers? 

A I rm ve heard. i know now what happened in 
Auschwitz. I would say that Eichmann lied to me quite 
well concerning everything. 

Q Would you say and is it also true th t you 
beliewed some of these rumors less due to the fact that 
some of the Jews who were able to emigrate from Germany 
during the war, that they did not spread any such rumors 
or any such stories concerning mistreatment? 

A Since 1943 when I took over this office a 
large number of people were able to leave Theresienstadt 
and Belson and travel to foreign countries and we always 
had a hard fight with “ichman for these emigration papers 


which had to be given directly from the Reichsfuehrer of 


/ 


the SS.  Eichman said that the reason for his opposition 
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to letting the Jews go was mainly that these Jews if 
allowed to mmupxemigxraka immigrate to foreign countries 
would spread propoganda». We, of the foreign office, were 
of another opinion. I, therefore, asked the press section 
of the foreign ministry that whenever a group of Jews, 
whenever a group of them left for foreign countries, that 
they would be especially careful to "Y any stories 
occurred within the papers of those countries. I never 
heard of any such report from any of the Jews that left 
through the intervention of the German foreign ministry, 
and you are right, Mr. French Younsel, in your opinion 
that this fact made me even more to disbelieve the 
FEaoxx repats in the foreign press concerning tkaxxax 
Auschwitz and other cormentration camps lilk it. 

Q Concerning what groups cf kmmxx immigrants 
are you talking in this case? 

A I don't know whether I can give all groups 
completely. Foar instance, one group of Spanish Jews 
were able to leave from Belsen for Spain, and further 
a group of Eungarian Jews from Dergen Belsen to Switzer- 
land, single Jews from Bergen Belsen and Theresienstadt 
to Swesden and some single Jews in the way of repatriation 
with those others with whom we were repatriating citizens. 
In all this concerns about 1500 Jews so far as I remembers 


Q Do your emember the representation by the 


Swedish Government in which it was represented the Argentine / | 
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Government protested concerning the arprestmx d frxx 
four Argentine Yewess? 

A The foreign ministry had requested that Argentines 
were not to be arrested or interned since we feared as a 
counter measure the arrest of many Germans in Argentina e 
Through the intervention of the Swedish Embassy we found 
out that that in opposition to our œa der Xxxxxxxx Eichmann 
had arrested four Jewish women and had transported them 
to an undisclosed destination. I immediately requested 
to find out where those four Argentine Jewish women 
were, and that they be set free immediately. They were 
found in Bergen Belsen, one's name was Amerikaner, and 
the other's name was Vogel, and i don’ tram remember the 
other two names. They were immediately released upon 
our request. +ichman later reported to me that tvo 
of the women returned to Belsen with the regu st that 
they be allowed to stay there until the end of the war, 
since they did not feel secure in the bombed out towns 
where they were living. I immediately repa ted this 
apparently wonderful news to the Swedish delegation so 
that in case they wanted to they could check on these 
facts immediately. 

& Do you remember the case of the tw brothers 
Bondy? 


A The Swedish Government had naturalized a mymxmx 


, 


re 
number of Jews in Sweeden, They were formerly Czechs, jS 


Danes and Hollanders, and upon their naturalization 2A 
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they asked that these people would be allowed to immigrate 
to Sweden. 

BY COLONEL JONES: 

Q Who asked far the immigration to Sweeden? 
INTERPRETER: 

A The Swedish Government, 

WITNESS: 

A The Swedish smbhaxsa embassy cpunsel, Von Post, 
was mipgi able to mXxm take care of a number of those cases 
with me, 5Some of the other cases had not been taken care 
of since “ichmann made difficulties because of the natural- 
ization. An especially interesting was the case of Bondy - 

M. MONNERAY: I don't know whether it is necessary 
to go into all of this detail. 


DR. PELKMANN: The witness has to prove through 


giving or through mentioning specific individual cases why 


he as an official of his department did nott have any idea 
concerning the liquidation of the Jews. 

COLONEL JONES: Even if he did have, what he 
knew himself does not come within the rules laid down 
by the Tribunal as £hax tor ela tive evidence. We have 
listened for some time mow to the tales about the Argentine 
Jewesses, about applications from Jews in Belsen that 


they might be allowed to remain in prison, about Jews 
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being naturalized in the Swedish Government, and we are 


now embarking upon a story about a Mr. Bondy, and not 


one word has been spoken of the evidence which is relevant 4 


and_I-emtfind-myseiflistening,-but if the defense 
counsel wishes to waste the time of the Commission and the 
Tribunal I don't mind, or if it would zsmxxmsxrxilknj xxx 
wikmaszasyxx in the end call for fewer witnesses, but it 

is a waste of time and a poor waste of time and I do submit 
that this kind of evidence should not be offered. 

DR. PELKMANN: It definitely is not a waste of 
time. I have to prove many statements not true and state- 
ments of the witnesses and opinions of the witnesses by 
directing the mentioning of the names of individual cases, 
and I am proving with this witness and showing that whole 
fact, E pe reason the witness thought the information 
he received from “ichmann was correct, Iwant to ask this 
befae the cross examination in order to prove that the 
witness not only makes statements but also can give single 
cases. If this was the opinion of the British Prosecution 
then i would like to mention the fact of a witness a few 
days ago being mem permitted to cite cases concerning 
prisoners out of'a book, which the witnesskk himself 
did not know, That 4+ consider a waste of time. May I 
continue? I only want one further question. 

I want to state that this man was a represen- 


tative of the foreign ministry and also an SS leader, 
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and it is hard for me to prove that large circles of the 
SS did not know of any of these atrocities and had no 
knowledge of any of these atrocities and also it is evident 
that if an official did not have any idea concerning these 
atrocities, then large circles of the 3S also were bound 
not to know about it. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I think every one understands 
your ob jection, but the point is you are not achieving 


it, Dre Yelkmann. 


DR. PELKMANN: Then li will ask the witness 


more directly. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Very well. 
BY DR. PELKMANN: 

Q For what reason do youb elieve that these foreign 
reports concerning the mass murder or mistreatment in 
concentration camps were false after the emigration of 
single Jews from Bergen Belsen and Theresienstadt? 

A I consicered the reports of mass liquidation 
of Jews personally quite impossible. I knew that at 
one time a large settlement of Jews overseas was considered. 
I also knew that these projects due tothe beginning of 
the war could not be continued, and that until the end 
of the war it could not be continued, and it was said to 
me by Eichman time and time again that these Yews would 
be held in camps in order to eliminate them as an espoinage 


danger and in order to use their power and their work 
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for the German armament industry. ‘The represent ation by 
foreign governments and the way mx they were taken care of 
by the Reich Security Main Vffice made it quite evident to 
me that this condition, this holding of the Jews in canps 
was "just a war measure and in order to eliminate the espoin- 
age danger and to use them for German industry. The fact 
that it was possible for some single Jews to immigrate 

to foreign countries, even though the Reich Main Security 


Office was very careful in giving any permission to leave 


the country, those repa ts and the fact that there was 
evidence of 
no/axkdamk stories concerning mass murder and extermination 


from these Jews when they arrived in some foreign country, 
all of £xszsxmmktsESxwRxbEBlkoxadxmumkxmsEEXx those made 

me believe even more that the reports in the foreign press 
concerning the murder and extermination of Jews was as 
wrong as that one report comeming Theresienstadt, which 
I was able to disprove personally. During the war when 
the British and Xx “mericans, throughtheir representatives 
in neutral nations made the request to Germany to allow 
the immigration ¢ thirty thousand, or even mae, Jews 

to Palestine, there was never any discussion betwen 

the foreign ministry and the Reich Main Security Office 
concerning this matter. There was never the question 

if these Jews had been destroyed in -uschwitz or some 


other camp and for that reason could not be allow ed to 


É£mmkgrexkmx emigrate and were not able to emigrate, but 
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we were always attempting to find a way to please or 
answer these wishes of the American or British, fo aid 
or to fulfill the request of the Americans and british 
they allowed these people to emigrate without making any 
hardship œ bringing about any hardship fæ the Arab popula- 
tion of Palestine. The immigration of Jews to Palestine 
was considered politically impossible, c not to be in 
the interest of the foreign policy. 

COLONEL BROOKHART: It seems to me that nothing 
the mkinsxxk witness has said is relevant katka to the 


issue we are trying and now he is going into the question 


of Palestine, and that certainly does not interest us, and, 


furthermore, for the last thirty minutes he has done nothing 
but repeat things which he said earlier in the afternoon, 
and I think it should be stopped. 

DR. PELKMANN: This opinion is very superficial 
that it doesn't have m ything to do with the actual matters, 
May I give you my opinion concerning this? The witness was 
to prove, as I stated in my written theme, he was supposed 
to prove that from the reports he had received from the 
Gruppenfuehrer Eichman there was no indication concem ing 
the mass extermination of Jews. The WXkmEgaSEXZEX witness 


just mentioned an example, 
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DR, PZLCKMANN: He stated that during the discussion between 
the foreign minister am Eichmann considering the immigration of 30,000 Jews 
of Palestine, the following was discussed: That the only reason why this 
immigration was not possible was due to the fact that it would disturb the 
policies of the Germans towards the Arabs. Eichmam did not say that it 
was impossible to have these Jews immigrate since they had been exter- 
minated, or gassed long ago. We did not even speak of the fact that 
there was no Jews available, or present, and for that reason their wit- 
mess did not claim that uae Dre any mass exterminations of Jews. That 
is one of the many facts which the witness has been expressing during this 
questioning, or during his interrogation this afternoon. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Dr, Pelckmann, I see you bave a iot of sub- 
stance you have to prove,and you couid-go on further, for example, I 
think you tae to prove that because Eichmann gfeceived a. men, 
that a large number of SS were q'eceived before that,and you are aieo trying 
to prove that this man was deceived; in doing that it- is, rather w it minor 
incident ‘compared to what is inem to bea mass extermination of the Jews. 
Even as he testified here, there are many things which he has said that 
indicates what he says and what he dne-bt-imond ii. He said he 
had infarmation from foreign sources as to mass extermination of Jews, 


In other words, the whole world knew about it when he-did not know about 


it. 
Suppose we take a recess for ten minutes now, and when we resume 


Etn 


questioning of the wit ness, could we please have it directed to the bor= 


, 4 


+ / , 
derlines, and-that- a large portion of the SS did not know what he was f ‘A 


doing. 
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DR. PaLCKMANN: Now I wuld like to limit my questions to what 
was accepted as my proof of the evidence. 
CAPTAIN 1UBRIDY: Very well, let's take a recess. 


à (Recess) d 


COLONEL NzZAVZ: Before the Commission resumes, I would like to 


make a brief announcement at this time because I have not very much 
time in which to get ready for the other hearing, which will be started 
on Thursday. My question to ask is what the most convenient division 
of the organizations would be ; Which I have not discussed. It has been 
Suggested to me the first Commission will consist of witnesses for the 
SS, the SD and the Gestapo, if I understard the defense counsel correctly. 
That does not quite conform to the prosecutions division of the work, 
does it? 

DR PELCKMANN: I believe the SS will agree to that, 

COLQNEL NEAVE: That does not quite fit into your suggestion. 

COLONEL GRIFFITH-JONES: If any agreement between the prosecution 
and speaking for myself, I should prefer the SS, Sa and the Leadership 
Corps to have been taken together, because I feel that they are con- 
nected with one another more than any other divisions. 

DR P&LCKMANN: I am sorry to disagree with you,but I believe the 
SA, SD and the Gestapo have more common points than the other mentioned 
organization, for ins:ance M oue Wm of the SD are being mentioned I 
wuld like to be present,and if it would be before the other commission 
I would not be able to. 

COLONEL NEAVE: I think that is perfectly true, and I think the a 


SS,the SD and the Gestapo,when examining t he witnesses, it would not be ? 


P 
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I'll sg ,like transferring from one division to the other. 

COLONEL GRIFFITH-JONES; I think Mr Babel takes that view also, 
so I do not press it, The division that I suggested would be convenient 
to myself,and maybe could have an agreenent with the other persons to 
handle certain organizations,but I do not press it. 

COLONEL NEAVE: I am only worried that it does not fit into 
your arrangements. Does not appear to me that he has reached a point 
where it is convenient to start the defense,and from the otler point of 
view for arranging for these witnesses. 

COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: I understand that there are a great num- 
ber of witnesses left now for the SS that will not be concluded by the 
end of this xmmkix week. 

COLONEL NEAVE: I do not think there are many for the Gestapo, 
the SS and for the SS there were about sixteen or seventeen witnesses 
Eranted sofar of which you have had how many witnesses, twelve? 


DR PELCKMANN: I believe about ten. 


COLONEL NEAVE, I dare say we can make a final decision on the 


S3. I think the SD ard the Gestapo will not require any more anyway. 

DR. PELCKMANN: I want to state that I need many, many more 
witnesses,but I want to say this as a fact that until 3rd July only 
about twenty-five witnesses in the SS that should be heard. 

COLONEL NEAVE: I think it is impossible to prophesi£Ze how many 
witnesses can be heard by that day. We both must consider that we should 
take the work of the Commission into account, which has not been done, 
Sofar as the other two organizations are concerned, there are not many 


more witnesses. 
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COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: I think from what you say it is quite clear 
if there are to be only a few Gestapo "and SD witnesses, I might say 
the other three organizations will have to be divided, and that it is 
entirely agreed the most satisfactory method would be to take the SS 
in one division, and to take the SD and the Leadership Corps together, 
I think those two organizations are close to one ancther,and I imagine 
in that case the high command, Reich Cabinet, would be put into the 
same category as the S3. 

COLONEL NEAVE: I can not see any objection to that, A general 
sent? beisk in Line WE tee S3, SD and the Gestapo. 

MAJOR MURRAY: That is m agreeable vith us. 

COLONEL NEAVE: Then we presume the Leadership Corps, SA and 
the Reich Cabinet will go together. That is ely a division of num- 
bers. 

COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: They would go well together. If we 
set the SS tribunal together with the High Command witnesses, then the 
Reich Cabinet could be also. - 

COLONEL NEAVE: Now, Dr Pelckmann, have you any further comments 
to make on behalf of the defense. 

DR. PELCKMANN:-" None , 

COLONEL-NEAVE: If anybody has any serious objection to this on 
the part "on prosecution or the defense, would you let se know by 
half past five this evening. 

DR FELOKMANN: I think my colleague, Dr. Servatious, wrote a 


letter to the General Secretary concerning this mtter,but I don't know 


what he wrote. / 


^eoLoNsL- NEAVET CFrovisions are made. that the Commission will start 


ty 
Le" 
m. 


in Room 196 on Thursday moming at quarter to ten,when we vill have 
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a discussion with the court reporters and interpreters,and provision is 
made that the first witness will be for the SA. 
COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: So the SA will be held in Room 196. 
COLONEL NEAVE: Yes, I think Gomuission I will renain here 

for the SD, etc., and Commission II Will be in room 196 for the 33 
etc. and the Reich Cabinet. Now we have had great difficulty to get 
the personnel to staff the court reporter and interpreting division, 
and I will give the final confirimtion that we are to start on Thursday, 
tomorrow evening. The witness will be for the SA. If anybody has 
anything further to Say, or further important problem to bring up 
regarding this matter, they should let me know in my office by half 
past five this evening. 
BY DR. PELCKMANN: 

Q As ycu have probably noticed fromthe conversation between myself 
and His Honor, ihe Judge, it is considered very strange that you did not 
know, or did not have any knowledge of these mass mrders and mass li- 
quidations while, as the Judge said, the whale world knew about it. 
Witness, would you explain these facts,and would you also state whether 
you as a German civilian, as a SS Leacer,and lastly , as a German 
civilian did not know about it,when the whole world diene you, but 
including the German Reich knew about this? 

A Iwish to apologize, The statement that the whole world knew it 
in my opinion was not correct. Within Germany the only people who could 
have known about it were those people connected with the circle of Eichmann 
and his co-workers, and those people that were able to read the foreign C ges 
press, and listen to the foreign radio. Even vithinbhe foreign ministry A 


only two or three employees that had to do with the Jewish question, were LZ 
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able to get whole of or read the forcign reaction in the foreign 
newspapers reports concerning the Jewish question. But in opposition 
to what Tread in foreign newspapers,I,as one of the men who was able 

to get thes foreign newspapers, will say there was a repudiation by the 
German offices,and that was in my opinion the important matter, and that 
was in ny opinion the dependable point. 

Q Now the other members of foreign offices of SS Leaders,did they 
obtain, or were they able to obtain this information, that is,from 
foreign newspapers and foreign radios? 

A Listening to foreigh reados was prohibited to all of those with 
the exception of those that had a special permit. 

Q Did you know that at the beginning of the war that Hitler personally 
had to permit his own ministry to listen to the radio; that he had to 
give his own personal permission for his ministry to listen to the for- 
eign radio? 

A No, I did not know that,but I do know that we had a very long 
discussion and concersations with Dr. Goebbels in order to get per- 
mission for a few of our selected foreign department men to listen to 
the foreign radio, and it was extremely difficult to get that permission. 

Q And how was it with the foreigh newspapers? 

A The foreign newspapers could only be bought ih Germany in a limited 
amount ,that is, sofar as they were allowed by censorship. Otherwise, 

I am speaking for myself personally now, I want to state that the 
foreign department did not receive any other newspapers,but only re- 
ceived those sections that interested us concerning what were of 


interest tgus when on our particular job. At the beginning ofthe war 


we received this information,that is, these newspaper parts, as well as A 


the foreign radio communications, very freauently,and in a very large 
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scale,but in 1941, when I do not know whether an order came from Hitler, 
or from whom,these reports were cut down a very large extent,and in 
1943 they were such that I as the Jewish Commissioner, or Jewish offi- 
cial ofthe Foreign Department did not receive anything except those 
articles and foreign communications that the radio reports gave,and 
received only those that concerned the Jewish question directly ,and 
nothing else. Since, as I stated,these matters or reports were sent 
to me under the secret classification,I could only talk concerning these 
matters with those people that were also supposed to receive it, that 
is, my co-worker, my chief, and other members of the Department, which 
had to do with Jewish matters. These reports were not secret,but what 
was called Secret State matters, or merely the classification would 
possibly be "top secret." This matter, or requirement of keeping 
these reports a secret was not thefact towards the foreign diplomats; 
therefore, whenever I had the possibility of a talk with a foreign 
diplomat concerning these nawspaper reports, I could present them with 
the repudiation of the German office concerred with this matter, 

Q How did you receive the reasons, or give the causes for these 
repudiati ons? 

A I told Himzler or Eichmann where men were responsible in this 
matter,and any of their statements that were official sofar as I was 
concerred, 

Q Did you believe these official statements by Himuler and Eichmann 
only because they were official statements, or since you checked upon 
these matters, sofar as you could find out they were true. 

A These official statements were connected with, or were concerned 


with the same matter that I had personally investigated, and, there- 
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fore I did not see any reason why I should not believe them. 

Q Ard didh't you previously give us a few examples, which is why you 
considered this information as correct? 

^A Yes. 

Q i do not want to ask you to repeat these incidents,but I do want a 
statement from you to find out whether or not you make these statements 
in order to prove that there was no reason for you to disbelieve these 
official statements by Himmler ard Eichmann, 

A Yes,that iscorrect,and whenever I continually talked with ay co- 
workers, or persons connected with a similar line of work concerning these 
matters,am informed the m of any such statements and new developments 
in order to give them material, whenever they were talking to foreign 
diplomats , I did so. 

Q Coming back tot he difficulties you had in receiving these news- 
paper reports and foreign radio reports, that jou had difficulties as 
a high employer of the German Governmrnt,as an honorary SS Leader, would 

you say that these reports were known to the whole world, or at least 
to all the German people, to every SS men, and to every person living 
within Germany? 


A I do not think that it was impossible that the larger number of 


the German people knew of these íacts,and I have a special proof for 


that - that when Icame to the internment camp at Recklinghaussen, and 
when the inmates found out Iwas taking care of the Jewish matters in 
the Foreign Department ,they asked whether I thought it possible that 
such cases as the Hoess case and so on were possible. 

COLONEL ORLOV: It seems to me that it is not so interesting 


to know what the witness thinks about it. He must say about this 
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what he knows exactly,and not what he thinks about it, 
DR. PELCKMANN: I have no further questions on this phase, and 
I am finished with this witness. Should, however, this answer be 
stricken, then I will appeal to the Tribunal concerning it. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: That is te the last answer of the witness, 
,you are referring. 
DR PELCKMANN: Yes, concerning the last question and answer. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: It will be considered what- ie been displayed 
Gn th record, if-he is in voci tien to know what he testified about. 
Dit. PELCKMANN: I have some other cuestions, not concerning this 
point, however. 
BY DR. PELCKMANN: 

Q I believe you heard in the Fall of 1944 the fact that Russians had 
Occupied Camp Maidanek when they reported they had found evidence of 
mass extermination in the camp. What did you do after this? 

A I immediately sent this report to Eichmann, and asked him to give 
us a view on the question, and, if material to disprove this statement 
or charge. Eichmann reported to me that the camp before it was left 
by the troops was completely destroyed, and, therefore, the Russian 
reports could not be correct, since they could not make such statements 
just from seeing the ruins. To my question why this camp was destroyed 
was answered with the statement that the armament industry that was pre- 
sent there was not to be left to the Russians undestroyed, or to be 
left whole. As proof he showed me a series of pictures which he had 


sent to the Reichfuehrer S3, and which he claimed were pictures of the 


camp Maidanek before it was left, and which was suffeient proof that the 
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camp was completely destroyed. 

Q If the answers of Eichmann were not sufficient, or did not come 
fast enough,did the foreign office through you turn to the chiefs 
of Eichmann, or to whom? 

A Yes, we repeatedly complained about Eichmann with Gruppenfuchrer 
Mueller ani with Kaltenbrunner. Now, that is not against his person but 
in certain specific cases. However, we never received an answer from 
Kaltenbrunner or Mueller,and the questions were always answered by 
Eichmann. However, it was often though of such small complaint that 
it was at that time not usual for the adviser which he as State secretary 
wrote to an equal rank of the other office,and it would be answered by 
one of the advisers or secretaries, However, later on I always asked 
tnat these questi ons ant not to be sent any more to them, but directly 
be sent to Himmler, Since Eichmann received all of his orders, as 
he proved to me and he showed me several times,directly from the Reichs- 
fue hrer. 

Q Was that due to the reason, as you were told, because Eichmann 
was not in the SS office, and was not part of the Reich Security Main 
Office, but at an independent office? 

A Eichmann without a doubt was part of the Reich Security Main 
Office,that is Amt IV,but he received all of his orders directly from 
the Reichsfuehber; that is, at least in these cases which I could check 
up, and, therefore, a complaint with Kaltenbrunner or Mueller was of 
no use,since they usually were not informed either. If Eichmann was 


like in ihe case in 1944 was not in Berlin with his staff, it was 


impossible for me to receive any kind cf information concerning the j j 


Jewish matters in Ant IV. So that it was the strange case that I 
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either had to find out, or get an answer from Eichmann in Budapest, or 
we had to get an answer directly from the Reichsfuehrer. Sofar as I 
cald judge Eichmann had a special position within the Reich Security 
Main Office . Whether or not he was an SS, or had an SS office, I do 
not know, because I could not judge. However, I know that he was in 
the Reich Security Main Office,but not all of his co-workers were 
members of the SS. For instance, Hundsche was a SA. 

Q Wasthat a fact that Eichmann only had very few co-workers who 
¿knew of these matters. Was that the reason when during a meeting scheduled 
in Riesengebinge am when Eichmann could not be reached in Hungary for 
this meeting, that you had to jump in at the last minute? 

A Eichmann or one of his co-workers was supposed to make a speech 
there, but it was impossible for him to come,and Eichmann, therefore, 
asked me to make a speech. 

Q What was the reason for this meeting. Was it to discuss the ques- 
tion of propaganda, or what? 

A This meting of this group, Amt Rosenberg, was a purely propaganda 
meeting . That is the various graips were to discuss their knowledge 
and their experience in anti-Jewish propaganda. The principles by the 
Reich Security Main Office, the Group Rosenberg, the Amt Rosenberg, ami the 
members of the various embassies and delegations and those of the foreign 
ministry were presented, 

Q How long was your speech and what was its contents? 

A Icannot give you the exact minutes,but I would say about twenty 
or twenty-five minutes. The speech was a short conversation of the 


material that had been given me concerning the number of Jewish peo- 


f 
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ple that had been deported to the Eastern areas from the various countries JA 
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as well as the anti-Jewish laws am measures that were brought out 
in the various countries. 
COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: Could Isay something, sir? 
BY DR. PZLOKMANN: 

Q Was the topic of the speech a condensation of the stand of the 
anti-Jewish executive measures. What do you understand are exactly 
the ueasures of the anti-Jewish program? 

COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: It would be & very great help if the defense 
counsel will mention the number of the document to which he refers. 

Di. PELCKlANN: It might be 3319-PS,but I am not sure. 

COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: Yes, it is, but could you tell me: 
the cart number also. 

M. MONERRAY: USA 433 and GB 287. 

DR PELCKMANN: I don't know that the last question was answered,sir. 
BY DR. PZLCKMANN:Q What do you understand by anti-Jewish executive mea- 
sures? 

A Spreading the anti-Jewish measured and laws in the foreign coun- 
tries,and the deportation or sending of Jews to camps for the duration 
of the war. 

Q Do you know that it says in the transcript of this meeting, due 
to the fact that the measures and ditussions by the speaker are sup- 
posed to have been kept secret from the individual country or individual 
countries, and no transcript was kept of this discussion? 

A Yes, at that time Eichmann asked me to do it this way because he 
did not want to be known the nunber of Jews which would be evacuated 
by the various measures in the foreign country, or the number of Jews 


that were still in the various countries,and the number of Jews which 
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were living in camps; that these numbers were not to be made public, or 
be made available for the general public. 

Q The reason to keep these things secret may be was for another 
reason. For instance, in connection with the military situation at 
one time, or do you want to give us some other information concerning 
this? 

A I was éspecially glad to carry out this order of Eichmann because 
since I made soz statements concerning their connections with the 
military situation I did not want to see this report made public gener- 
ally, because in this short speech I mentioned that since the military ca- 
tastrophe at Stalingrad no foreign nation did bring in any new anti- 
Jewish measures or laws,and that in some countries these orders, which 


were made out before Stalingrad were only carried out to a minor ex- 


tent after the catastrophe at S,alingrad. I did have a disussion con- 


ceming some cases in Rumania,for instance, in the case of Oschnitt, 
but I do not want to bring any specific single case up. 

Q Therefore, you would consider correct the short statement made, 
which was made concerning this meeting, where mentioned why a "Zionist 
to Palestine" with a final solution of the way the "Zionist to Pale- 
stine" xkbibaxfimxixxaixkium, or some other similar solution, would 
be impossible,and that the Jews would have to be settled in the East? 

A Yes, I probably did combine all the statements and remarks under 
this one statenent, 

Q In other words, you did not make any statement concerning the so- 
called En; Loesung zone, the final solution in regard to the bodily 


desctruction of the Jewish people. 
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A I never wuld have thought of it. 

Q Arni why would you never have thought of it? What caused you 
yourself that you did not have any ideas concerning these matter? 

A I dii not only not believe that such a thing did happen,but 
I also believed that a thing like that should not happen, or would 
not be allowed to happen. 

Q Would you say that due to the fact that you were able to 
receive foreign newspaper clippings,and foreign radio information, 


that you had a limited chance to check on these reports concerning the 


truth of these foreign prints of mass murder andextermination. 


Would you say that the immediate previous statement was correct when 
I say that the German people as a whole, the SS as a whole, as well 
as your colleagues within the Foreign offices,and outside of the 
Foreign offices did not have any information, or did not know of these 
m ss murders? 

A Sofar as I would say, they could not have know. 

DR. PELCKMANN: No further questions. 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Shall we adjourn now. 


(The Commission adjourned until 12 June 1946 


at 1000 hours) 
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Official transcript of testimony for the 


Defense of organizaticns, taken before a 
Commission appointec by the International 
Military Tribunal pursuant to paragraph h 
cf the order of the Tribunal, dated 13 
March 19h46. 
Tuesday, 11 June 19h46 
COMMISSIONERS: 


Captain Joseph Tubridy 
Mr. Geo. Re Taylor 


(The Commission convened at 1400 hours) 
BBERH.RD VON TH.DDEN, a witness, took the stand and testificc 
as follcws: 


BY CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: 


Will you stand and raise your right hand and repeat this oath 


I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak 
and will withhold and add nothing. 
witness ropcated the oath) 
give ycur full name? 
von Thadcden, 
€ evidence concerning von Thadden concerns 
only the Jewish quc-*"ion in the foreien ministry, the intcrvention of 
foreign diplomats, anc the information which von Thadden reccived from 
Eichmann and other sources, and the visiting of camps, and that he, him- 
Self, mot at times together with repsesentatives of neutral nati ns and 
the Red Cross. That these visits did not in any way give any indicaticn 
of the mass exterminaticn of Jews, also the com uflage methcds and 
methacds to k 


(pep secret the methods of Eichman and other reanizations. 


DIRECT EXAMINATIONS 


What is your occupation, witness? 


I was in the consular legation, first class, in the foreign 


ministry. 


Q Did you in y ur duties in the foreign ministry have anything to 


do with the Jewish question? 





ll June 19l6-nmm -2 

It was my duty since .pril 19l3 to receive all questions conccrning 
the Jewish question for the foreign ministry, and after discussing them 
with Eichmann to answer theme 

Q Were you a member of the SS? 

I was mace an honorary member of the SS in 1936 when I was sup- 
posed to accompany a number of foreign diplomates to the Reichpartitag and 
at that time I did not have a uniform and in crecr to put me in a uniform 
I was made an honorary member of the SS. 

kere you formerly not a member of any group of the NSDAT? 

I was a party member since 1933 but did not have any office. 

Did you receive your duty in the forcign ministry and especidly 
your duty concerning the Jewish question because you were a momber of the 
SS? 

No, definitely not. I was employed by the foreign ministry after 
taking my state examination and after requesting a job with the personnel 
department. It was the lst of November 1937 when I reccived my cuties 
concerning the Jewish question, after the rcorganigation within the cepart— 
ment, within that department called the Department Deutschland, and I was 
not an 5S member, and, therefore, I don't think my SS membership had any- 
thing to do with it. 

Q When did you receive this duty or creer? 

April 

Do you know anything concerning the intervention because of the 
liquidation and mass murder of the Jews or because of the mis-trostment of 
the Jcws? 

I did not from the time I took my job until 1945 receive any 
such foreign intervention, and if such intervention would have been brcught 
to me I don't think I wuld have accepted it, since I did not believe it 
possible that there was such a mass murder or mis-trestment of Jews, and 
I also do not know of any other intervention by foreign diplomats concerning 
this question made to the Sbate Secretary or Foreign Ministry, an inter- 


vention which would have come to me. 
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"hat kind of questions or remarks came to your section since you 
took your job in April, 1943? 

A The question of intervention was usually concerning named persons, 
that is, specific persons, that is Jews , and at times: also concernins Jewish 
Groups, questions as to how they were and where they were and also requests 
for permits to emigrate to some other nation and questions of that ssort. 
The questions also were concerning at times about certain groups of Jews , 
suchas, for instance, the groups of Jews from foreign enemy nations, concern- 
ing their clothing, their feeding and other questions of that sort, as well 
as the emigration of certain groups to foreign countries, 

“hat could you do in such cases? 

A As far as the treatment of English or American Jews, in other 
words, Jews of enemy nations was concerned, I contacted Fuchrer Eichmann in 
order to have these people transferred to ordinary internment camps, As 
far as other groups of Jewish persons were concerned, in case of foreign 
intervention, I attempted to find out throuch Eichmann where they were and 
if there was any possible way to obtain permission for them to emicrate to 
a foreign country. 

C “nc what results did you have with your attempts? 

P In some cusses the intervention coulc be taken care cf as requested. 
Q In many cases it was not possible to find out vwhere a Jew cone 
cerning whom a request had been made, vhere he was? 

A I repeatedly attempted throuch complaints to obtain a satisfactory 
answer in cases like that. In discussions with Eichmann concerning various 
cases like that he told me that through the destruction of the central 
list cf the Jews in Berlin, it was impossible for him to find cut right away 
where these people were, 

Was thet a destruction through bombing? 

Yes, and he also stated that it was impossible for him, due to 
the lack of personnel in his section, to send letters cr questionaires to 
each one of those "ewish camps in order to find these persons. He also 
stated that in addition tc the regular personnel, many of these c amps 


were guarded and at times administered, not by Germans, but by Latvians, 


Estonians and Ukranians, and that in cases like that it was hardly necessary 


or it was impossible to make any kind of a request to the camp due to lang- 
1159 
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uage difficulties..In these cases + asked representatives of diplomatic 
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missions to keep their requests until the end of the war, until this 
technical difficulty could be taken care cf. In similar cases Í was told 
that Jews were either at camps Belsen cr Theresienstadt, and in some cases 
l even received letters to be forwarded to the diplomatic missions from these 
“ews s 

Q And what was the excuse or what was said at that time why the 
Jews. could not be transferred to some. other poiht? 

A Eichmann tcid me that in many of the camps the Jews were working 
in the armament industry and due to the fact that they had obtained quite a 

secret information, it was, therefore, impossible to have these Jews 


transferred or have them emigrate to some foreicn country. 


Dia you ever attempt to visit any of these Camps personally? 


Yes, I attempted that repeatedly, and I also was in Jewish camps 
four times all together, 

Q “ould you describe those a little m cre in detail please? 

A In 1913 Belsen was made a Jewish Camp, thet is, I am concerned 
with 1943, and whether it was a Yewish camp previous to that I don't know, It 
was attempted to take 211 Jews with fc reign passports, even thouch it was 
evident that they were false s and put these people into the same camp in order 
that at scme time they may be exchanged for repatricots. But Que to the 
fact thet there was a very large number of Germans interned in America, and 
only a small number of foreigners or Americans, interned in Germany, that 


explains the specia] interest of the 
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forcirn ministry concerning this caso, Eichmann then reported to us that 
these Jews with forcien passports ovon thoush they were not citisens cf a 
forcign country, were to be hold in Canp Belsen upon the order of tho Reich 
Fuehrer of the SS. I thereupon went with the rission Hirmler to Bolsen in 
1943 in order to inspect the camp, as a representative of the forcicn ministry. 
At that time, in that part of tho coim which was resorved for Jews there 
were about 2500. The cther part was occupicd by Russian Prisoners cf Yar and 
was separated from the her part of the camp. That part that was reserved 
for the Jews at that time was in very good condition, it had rood ! 
good sanitation, and, therefore, I made a report at that time that there 
nothing acainst the holding of the Jews in that camp from cur point of view. 
I never returned to Belsene Later on, however, I was at Theresienstadt threo 
irst time in 1913 alone. In 19h I visited there with a 
deleration consistins of onc rcpresentotivo of tho International Rod Cross, 
one representative of the Danish Red Cross, and nilitary director, 
from thc Danish foreicn ninistry. Also invited werc represcntativ 
the Swedish forcieren ministry in which I did not 
participate due to reasons unknown to io, and on the 6th and 8th of April, 
1945, I again was there with a delevation consistin» of one representats 
the International Red Cross, Dr. Lefmer, and one ropresentative of the 
protective powers delevation of the Swiss council. In this case also 
representatives of the Swedish’ protective powers were invited, but they 
down the invitation. 
Q What was your impression and the impression of tho other rventlemen 
visited these camps? 


The Ghetto was a town of about 35,000, all of them Jews, with a 


fonce around it, which was ruarded from the outside by Czech police. 


inside there was a Jewish administration for everything and the oldest 
Jews, lir. Epstien, told me that the Jewish Ghetto police which was used 
2 3 P 
on tho inside to keep order was not very well liked due to their sharpness. 


What vas very interesting to myself 9 4S Vell as the other representatives, was 
the fact that within this laree town there were only 12 SS men of officials 
with about 6 helpers. The Jews lived quite wcll under their own aduinistratic 
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in that town and they had excellent medical care due to the fact that there 
were 900 doctors intcrned there, and also there was a Jewish old are home, and 
Jewish children's home. The representatives were allowed to walk around 
Theresienstadt freely and Dr. Rassel, having first obtained permission, was 
allowed to take pictures anywhere within the town. I may suggest that the 
Court nieht request the reports of Dr, Rassel and Dr. Lehner which probably are 
in Geneva. 
Q Did you see anything of a crematoriun within Theresienstadt? 
A was especially interested in a crematorium due to the fact that 

in foreign countries the rumor ran around that up to 6,000 Jews were being 
burned daily in Theresienstadt. 

COLONEL JONES: ‘when did that rumor fo out? 

WITNESS: That must have been in the berinnine of 195. 

COLONEL JONES: 1 sorry, where did that rumor go? 

DR. PELKMANN: May I first finish my questicn? 

ii. MONNERAY: May I ask you, defense counsel, where those rumors went’ 

WITNESS: In foreign countricse 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: What foreirn countries? 

WITNESS: I cannot remember now from memory where these rumors went 
arounde I only remember seeing it in press dispatches of forcion newspapers 


but I cannot tell from what country they werce 
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PELKMANN: 
Qe nd what did you find out concerning this crematory? 
A. The crematory had either two or three ovens and it wis, in my opinion, 
impossible to burn even a slight fraction of the rumored persons, 
Qe Did you or did the other members of the delegation ask the peopl 
from the town concerning this? 
^. I don't know who expressly asked the question but I do know that 
this question was asked quite clearly on our last visite In fact, the visit 
in April of 1945 was brought about by the foreign ministry expressly for the 
purpose of proving or disproving these foreign rumors concerning the burning 
I might add that after seeing that, I thought that all 
of these forcign reports ng Theresienstadt were false, and I consider- 
ed the other reports concern & the other concentration camps, all other 
equally false. 
Did you visit any other camps? 

I attempted formerly to visit some othcr camps because we were 
intercsted in visiting other camps also, but the office of Eichmann contin- 
ually disapproved any such requestse Upon my repeated attempts to visit 

various other camps, such as Auschwitz, I was told by Fuchrer Eichmann that 
the foreign propaganda concerning the extermina ‘tion within these cs imps was very 
bad as far as we were concerned and I was told by Eichmann that Auschwitz, at 
the present was one of the main industrial departments for manufacturing of 
secret weapons, and duo to the fact that secret weapons were boing manufacturer 
there even I, due t^ counter espionage reasons, would not be permitted to visi 


"hen the reports concerning Auschwitz were more and more evident in 


foreign newspapers I tried immediately to get permission to eithor £o there my- 


self or with a foreign delegation. Eichmann during the conversation said he 
very well that this kind of foreign political propaganda wes not 
liked by our office, However, he told me in a secret meeting, that is ina 
meeting or discussion, to be kept hightly Secret, that in these foreign reports 
of the extermination within Auschwitz he, Eichmann, saw a certain security in 


that that camp would not bo attacked by foreign bombers, and ho stated that duc 
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to tho rather well know tactics of the German air corps, we had to accept 
that kind of unwanted foreign propaganda, but that he assure mc personally 
all of these reports were completely untrue. He contended that the necd for 
workers in our industries was so great that the destruction or extermination 
of Jews would have been idiotic just from this point of vicwe Every Jew was 
well taken care of, according to the orders of Gruppen Fuchror Glucks, and 
that those who also dic additional work received additional food 


« 


maintain them as workerse 
Qe Did you you your visit in Theresienstadt on the 19th of April, 1943, 
find that the people there were starving? 


, 


Ae No, even in tho bath house where you could see tho Jews in their 


swimming trucks it was evident that their food was sufficient. Since Eich- 


mann had mentioned the fact of the need of workers or since he mentioned that 
quite often, and then during convors-tions when I asked him concerning women 
and children or old people which were of no use as wo rkers, Eichmann told me 
that upon the order of the Reichsfuchrer of the SS, families were not to be 
separated due to the well known fact that a family member separated from the 
rest of his family was not os willing a worker as when ho is with his family. 
That is why all of these Jewish workers camps in the East were family amps, 
and that was in accordance to what I saw, for instance, in Theresienstadt, 
where women and children and old people were living togother with the Jews 
that were employed. 

Qe Do you remember any specific complaints which Eichmann did not deny? 

Yes, there was a broadenst f 


Jews who were being transported through Slovakia had becn mistreated and one 


of whom had been shote I was supposed to investigate that 
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matter immediately upon the order of the Reich Foreign Minister 
von Ribbentrop, Eichmann promised me an investigation of the case 
and after a while he reported to me saying that the case actually 
had happened about the way it was, reported to us from tho Slovaks. 
Hc claimed that ho had to use armed guards during this transporta- 
tion or deportation for tho first time, and ho would soo to it 


that tho guilty ones would be punishod immediately. 


Q When you look back upon it, would you say that the fact 


thet Eichmann had admitted some instance like this, that you were 


bound to believe him in cases where he couldn't give you positive 


"m I have’ heard. I know now what happened in Auschwitz. 

I would say that Eichmann lied to me quite well concerning every- 
thing. 

Q Would you say and is it also true that you believed some 
of these rumors less duo to the fact that some of the Jews who 
were able to enigrate from Germany during the war, that they dia 
not Spread any such rumors or any such stories concerning mistreat- 
ment? 

A Since 1945 whon I took over this office a largo number 
of people were able to leave Theresicnstadt and Belson and travel 
to foreign countries and we always had a hard fight with Eichmann 
for these emigration papers which had to bo giyen directly from 
the Reichsfuechrer of the SS. . Eichmann said that the reason for 
his opposition to letting the Jews &o was mainly that these Jews 
if allowed to immigrate to foreign countries would spread propa- 
ganda. We, of the foreign office, were of another opinion. I, 
therefore, asked tho press section of the foreign ministry that 
whenever a group of Jows, whenever a group of them left for for- 
cign countries, that they would be especially careful to see if 
any stories occurred within the papers of those countries. TI neve. 
heard of any such report from any of the Jows that left through the 
intervention of the German foreign ministry, and you are right, Mr, 


French Counsel, in your opinion that this fact made me even more 
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to disbelieve the reports in the foreign press concerning Auschwitz 
and other concentration camps like it. 
Q Concerning what groups of immigrants arc you talking in 


this case? 


A I don't know whether I can give all groups completely. 


For instance, one group of Spanish Jews were able to leave fron 
Belsen for Snain, and further a group of Hungarian Jows fron Borger 
Bclsen to Switzerland, single Jews from Bergen Belsen and Theresien 
Stadt to Svreden and sone Single Jews in the way of repatriation wit 
those others with whon we were repatriating citizens. In all this 
concerns about 1500 Jews so far as I remember, 

Q Do you remember the representation by the Swedish Gover: 
ment in which it was represented the .rgentine Government proteste 
concerning the arrest of four Argentine Jewess? 

å The foreign ministry had requested that Argentines were 
not to be arrested or interned since we feared as a counter moa- 
sure the arrest of many Germans in argentina. Trough the inter- 
vention of the Swedish Enbassy we found out that thet in opposition 
to our order Eichmann had arrested four Jewish women and had trans- 
ported them to an undisclosed destination. I immediately requested 
to find out where those four Argentine Jewish women were, and that 
they be set free immediately. They were found in Bergen Belsen, 
one's name was Amerikaner, and the other's name was Vo:5ol, and I 
don't remember the other two names. They were immediately released 
upon our request,  ZXiochman later reported to me that two of the 
wonen returned to Belsen with the request that they be allowed to 
Stay there until the end of the war, since they did not foel Secure 
in the bombed out towns where they were living. I immediately ro- 
ported this apparently wonderful news to the Swedish delegation so 
that in case they wanted to they could check on these facts immed- 
iately. 

Q Do you remeuber the case of the two brothers Bondy? 

A The Swedish Government had naturalized a nunber of Jews 
in Sweden, They were formerly Czechs, Danes and Hollanders, and 


upon their naturalization 
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for the German armament industry. The representation by foreign 
governments and the way they were taken care of by the Reich 
Security Main Office made it quite evident to me that this condi- 
tion, this holding of the Jews in camps was just a war measure and 
in order to climinate the espoinage danger and to use them for 
German industry. The fact that it was possible for some single 
Jews to immigrate to foreign countries, even though the Reich Main 
Security Office was very careful in giving any permission to leave 
the country, those reports and the fact that there was no evidence 
of stories concerning mass murder and oxternination fron these Jew: 
when they arrived in sono foreign country, all of those nade me 
believe even more that the reports in the foreign press concerning 
the murder and extermination of Jews was as wrong as thet ^ne repoi 
concerning Theresienstadt, which I was able to disprovo personally, 
During the war when the British and Americans, through their repre- 
Sentatives in neutral nations made the request to Germany to allow 
the immigration of thirty thousand, or even more, Jews to Palestinc 
there was never any discussion between the foreign ministry and the 
Reich Main Security Office concerning this matter. There was never 
the question if these Jews had been destroyed in suschwitz or some 
other camp and for that reason could not be allowed to emigra 
and were not able to emigrate, but we were always attempting to fin 
a way to please or answer these wishes of the American or British. 
To aid or to fulfill the request of the Americans and British, they 
allowed these people to emigrate without making any hardship or 
bringing about any hardship for the Arab population of Palestine, 
The immigration of Jews to Palestine was considered politically 
impossible, or not to be in the interest of the foreign policy. 
COLONEL BROOKHART: It seems to me that nothing the wit- 
ness has saiá is relevant to the issue we are trying and now he is 
&oing into the question of Palestine, and that certainly does not 
interest us, and, furthermore, for the last thirty minutes he has 
done nothing but repeat things which he said earlier in the after- 


noon, and I think it should be stopped. 





iN 


ll June-JRA-2 Cook 


DR. PELKMANN:; This opinion is very superficial that it 
doesn't have anything to do with the actual matters. May I give 
you my opinion concerning this? The witness was to provo, as I 
stated in my written theme, ho was supposed to provo that from the 
reports he had received from the Gruppenfuchrer Eichman there was 
no indication concerning the mass extermination of Jews. The wit- 
hess just mentioned an example. 

DR. PELCKMANN: He stated that during th 
tween the foreign minister and Eichmann considering t immigration 
of $0,000 Jews of Palestine, the following was discussed: That the 
only reason why this immigration was not possible was due to the 
fact that it would disturb the policies of the Germans towards the 
arabs. “ichmann did not say that it was impossible to have these 
Jews immigrate since they had been exterminated, or gassed long ago. 
Je did not even speak of the fact that there was no Jews available, 
or present, and for that reason their witness did not claim that 
there were any mass exterminations of Jews. That is one of the 
many facts which the witness has been expressing during this quos- 
tioning, or during his interrogation this afternoon. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Dr. Pelckrann, I think you are trying 
to prove that beéause Eichmann deceived this man, that a large num- 
ber of SS men were deceived before that and you are trying to prove 
that this man was deceived; in doing so you are going into rather 
minor incidents on this question of mass extermination of the Jews. 

v might be pointed out there are some things which he has said 

hat indicates what he states and what he was informed about are not 
completely consistent. He said he had informe tion from foreign 
sources as to mass extermination of Jews, in other words, the out- 
Side world knew about it and he states he did not know about it when 
he had this information. 

Suppose we take a recess for ten minutes now, and when we resum 
questioning of the witness, could we please have it directed along 
the lines of the order and also possibly the great part of the 3S 
did not know what Eichmann was doing. 
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DR. PELCKMANN: Now I would like to limit my questions 


to what was accepted as my proof of tbo evidenco, 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Very well, let's take a recess. 


(Recess) 
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BY DR. PELKMANN: 

Q AS you have probably noticed from the conversaticn between myself 
and the Commission, it is considered very strange that you did not know, or 
did not have any knowledge of these mass murders and mass liquidations while, 
as the Commission said, the outside world knew about it. Witness, would you 
explain these facts, and would you also state whether you as a Gormancivilian, 
as an SS Leader, and lastly, as a German civilian did not know abcut it, when 
the whole world not including you, but including the German Reich knew about 
tnis? 

A I wish to apolozizo, The statement that the whole world knew it in 
my opinion was not correct, Within Germany the only people who could have 
known about it were those people connected with the circle of Eichmanm and his 
co-workers, and those people that were able to read the foreign press, and listen 
to the foreign radio. Even within the foreicn ministry only two or three 
employees that had to do with the Jewish question, were able to set whole of 
or read the foreign reaction in the foreign newspaper reports concerning the 
Jewish questione But in opposition to what I read in foreign newspapers, I, 
as one of tho men who was able to get these foreign newspapers, will say there 
was a repudiation by the German offices, and that was in my opinion the important 
matter, and that was in my opinion the dependable pointe 

Q Now the other members of foreign offices of SS Leaders, did they 
obtain, or were they able to obtain this information, that is, from foreign 
newspapers and foreign radios? 

A Listening to foreign radios was prohibited to all of those with the 
exception of those that had a special permit. 

Q Did you know that at the beginning of tho war that Hitler personally 
had to permit his own ministry to listen to the radio; that he had to rive 
his own personal permission for his ministry to listen to the foreign radio? 

À No, I did not know that, but I do know that we had a very long 
discussion and conversations with Dre Goebbels in order to get permission for 
a few of our selected foreign department men to listen to the foreign radio 3 


and it was extremely difficult to get that permission, 


Q And how was it with the foreign newspapers? 


À Tho foreign newspapers could only be bought in Germagy in a limited 
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amount, that is, so far as they were allowed by censorship. Otherwise, I am 
speaking for myself personally now, I want to state that the foreign department 
did not receive any other newspapers, but only received those sections that 
interested us concerning that were of interest to us when on our particular 


jobe At the beginning of tho war we received tnis informati on, that is, these 


and in avery large scale, but in 1941, when I do not know vhcther en order 
cano from Hitler, or fron whom, thoso reports were cut down a very large 
extent, and in 1943 they were such that I as the Jewish Commissicner, or 
Jewish official of the Foreign Department did not receive anything except 
those articles and foreicn comuunicaticns that the radio reports cave, and 
received only those that concerned the Jewish question directly, and nothing 
else. Since, as I stated, these matters or reports were sent to me under the 
secret classification, I could only talk concerning these matters with those 
people that were also supposed to receive it, that is, my co-workers, my chief, 
and other members of the Department, which had to do with Jewish matters, 
These reports were not secret, but what was called Secret 
merely the classification would pcssibly bo "top secret." This matter, or 
requirement of keeping these reports a secret was not the fact towards the 
foreign diplomats; therefore, vhenever I had the possibility of a talk with 
foreign diplomat concerning these newspaper reports, I could present them with 

the repudiation of the Germn office concerned with this matter e 

Q How did you receive tho reasons,o r give the cause for these 
repudiations? 

À I told Himmler or Bichamn where men were responsible inthis 


matter, and any of their statements that were official so far as I was concerned 


Q Did you believe theso official statements by Himmler and Eichmann 
only becuase they were official statements, or since you checked upon 


these matters, so far as you could find out they were true. 


A These official statements wore connected with, or were concerned 


with the same matter that I had personally investigated, and, theree 
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Di. PELCKMANN: Yos, concerning tho last question ond cnswor, 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: It will be considorod as displayed on tho rocord 
g his position to know what he tostifiod obout, 
DR, PELCKLANN: I have some other questions, not cmcerning this point, 
however, 
BY DR. PELCKMAN Ns 
Q ʻI believe you hoard in tho Fall of 1944 the fact thet Russians had 
occupied Camp Maidanek when they reported they had found evidence of mass 
extermination in the compe ‘hat did you do after this? 
A I immediately sont this report to Eichmann, and 
us c& viow on the questix and, if material to disprove this 
Eichmann reported 
completcly dostroyed, ond, therefore, the Russian 


not be correct, since tho, could not make such statomonts just from sooing 


To my question why i amp v iStroyod we mswercd with the 


that the armamcnt industry that was present there wes not 
to bo loft to tho Russians undostroyod, or tc be left whole aS proof he 
showed mo a sorios of pictures vhich ho had sont to tho Reichfuchrer SS, 
and which he claimed were pictures of the cep Maidanck before it was left, 
end which was sufriciont proof that the camp was com 


Q If tho answers of Eichmann were 


enough, did the foreign offico through 


"o repeatedly complained about Eichmann with Gruppenfuchrer 
with Kaltenbrunnere Now, that is not against his person but in 
Spocific casos, However, we never received an answor from 
Kaltenbrunner or Mueller, and the questions were always answered by Eichnmn, 
owcvog, it was often thoughtof such small complaint that 
not usual for the adviser which ho as Stato Secretary wrote t 
of the other office, and it woul 
secretaricse However, later on I always asked that thesc questions were 
be sont any more to them, but directly be sent to Himmlor, Since 


"4 Chima ^ s T e . - 
Hichinann received all of his orders, as he proved to me and ho showed me 
3 E 
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Sovoral times, directly from tho Roichsfuchror. 


Q "as that due tc tho reason, as you wore told, 


was not in tho SS office, ond was not part of tho Reich 
Office, but at an independent office? 

A Eichmann without a doubt was part of the Reich Security Main Office, 
that is Amt IV, but he rocoivod all of his orders directly from tho 
Roichsfuehrers that is, at least in thoso casos which I could chock uD, 
and, therefore, a complaint withKaltonbrunnor or Mueller was of n 

ince they usually were not informed oithor,. If Eichmann was like 


a 


150 in 1944 was not in Borlin with ] taff, it was impossible 


receive any kind of information oco: ng the Jewish matters 


o 
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ll Juno LJG Gell 
oi ther hed | fin or cet an consw 


set cn answer Ciroctly frorn the 


pest, or wo hed to & 
So fcr as I could judge I L i had pecicl position within 
the Roich Security Main f Whether or not he was an Ss”, OT 


wd an SS office, I do not know, veccuse I covld not judge. 


However, I know that he wes in tho Roich Security ain Office 
? J ? 


but not cll of his co-workers wore monbers of the SS. For 
instanco, Hundsche was a SA, 

Was that a fact thet Eichmann only had very few co- 
workers who know of tkoso mci Jas thet the ronson whon dur- 
ing c meeting scheduled in Riesengebinge ond when Zictuonn 
could not be ro.ched 2. Eungcry for this 
to jump in at tho lcst minuto? 

Elcbucnn or ono of his co-workers was supposed 

c spoech thoro, 


thoroforo, cs 


mt hosonborg, 

purely propagenda meeting That is tho various Groups voro to 
discuss thoir lnovlodco and thoi xporionco in anti- 
propagande. Tke principlos 
tho Group iosonborg, 
various onbossios 
ministry wore presented, 

How long wi 

I cannot give you tho 
cbout twenty or twenty-five minut 
conversation of the materia nat had boon given n concerning 
tho nuxbor of Jewish people thet had been deported to the Eastern 
areas fron the verious countrios as well cs the onti-Jowish laws 

were brought out i ho various countrios, 
ITTITH JONES: uld i say something, sir? 


BY DK. PELCLKANN: 
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Q V.s the topic of the speech a condensation of tho 


stand of the anti-Jewish executive measures. What do 


you under- 


stand are cxectly the moasures oi 10 onti-Jowish program? 


COLONEL GRIFrITY JONES It would bo x very great help if 


the dofonso counsel will mention the number of tho document to 


which he roefors 


Dn, PELCKUANT: It might 1 5 PS, Dut I c not suro, 


COLONEL GRITYILTH JONES: it is, but could you toll mo 
the court nuibor also, 


ORTER AT 
ich NERRAY 


US. 4565 cond G3 287, 


Vi 


dr. pelekuonn; I don't Imow that tho last question w 


inensuros? 


AD 
Q ed 


discussions 


specker cre supposod t ave been kept secrot 


lividucl country or individucl countrics, am 


tine Lichmenn 


to be known the number 


would be evacuated by the various 


country, or the number of Jows that w till in tho vari 


countrios, cud the number of Jows living in em 


that these numbers were not to be public, 


able for the general public. 


Q The reaso to keep these th s secret 


M 


another reason, For insta: in connection witi 


situation at one tise, or do you want to vive us somo other in- 
formation concorning this? 


A I was especially glad to carry out this order of 


11.78 
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Eichmann because since I made somo stitoenuents concerning their 


At 


connections with the military situation I did not went to soo 


this report mede public generally, because in this short spooch 
I mentioned that since the military catastrophe at Stalingrad 
no foreign nation did bring in any new anti-Jewish measures 
or laws, snd thet in some countries these orders, whic 
made out before Stalingrad were only carried cut to a minor 
extent after the eatastrophe at S,clingrad, 
discussion concerning some cases in Ruucnic, for instcnce, in 
tko case of Oschnitt, but I do not went to bring any spocific 
singlo cose up, 

Therefore, you would consider correct the 
mont mado, which wis made concerning this ine 
iontionod why a " 


of the way the "Zionist to Po2lostino" 


solution, world bo impossible, and that 


dia combine 
Stotonont, 
you did not neako any stctement concern- 
ing tho so-c-llod Engloesung zone, the final solution in 
to the bodity destruction of the Jewish people, 
I never would hay ought of it. 


And why would you never have thought of it? What 


caused you yourself thet you did not have my idocs concerning 


that ¢ j tho fact that you wero able 
to receive foreign newspepor clippings, and foreign radio 
information, that you had & limited chance to check on those 
reports concerning the truth of these foreig prints of mass 
murder cnd extermination. Would you Scy icu the inmodiate 
previous statement was correct when I scy tha 20 German pooplo 


- ee "oc LTS 
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within the Foroim offices (d outside cf the Foreigrx 


did not have any information, or did not lmow of these 
lurders? 

So for as € would say, they could nct have lmown, 
DR. PELCKUINN: No further questions. 


we cdjourn now, 


mod until 12 June 


Go aes 


S.) 


| 


il 
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